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leads to tie stern repose of military despotism. Pro-
perty, morals, education, are the proper qualifications for
those who should hold political rights, and extending
them very widely greatly lessens the chance of these
qualifications being found in electors. Look at the sort
of persons chosen at elections where the franchise is very
general, and you will find either fools who are content
to flatter the passions of the molb for a little transient
popularity, or knaves who pander to their follies, that
they may make their necks a footstool for their own pro-
motion. With these convictions^ I am very jealous of
Whiggery, under all modifications; and I must say, my
acquaintance with the total want of principle in some
of its warmest professors does not tend to recommend it.
Somewhat too much of this. My compliments to the
goodwife. Yours truly,
walter scott.
TO THE SAME.
Wednesday.    [February, 1818.]
deae willie, — I have no idea Usher1 will take the
sheepland again, nor would I press it on him. As my
circumstances stand, immediate revenue is much less my
object than the real improvement of this property, which
amuses me besides; our wants are amply supplied by my
£1600 a year official income: nor have we a wish or a
motive to extend our expenses beyond that of the decen-
cies and hospitality of our station in life; so that my
other resources remain for buying land in future, or im-
proving what we have. No doubt Abbotsford, in main-
taining our establishment during the summer, may be
reckoned £150 or £200 saved on what we must otherwise
buy; and if we could arrange to have mutton and beef
1 John Usher, the ex-proprietor of Toftfield, was eventually Scott's ten-
ant on part of those lands for many years. He was a man of far superior
rank and intelligence to the rest of the displaced lairds — and came pre-
sently to "be one of Scott's trusty rural friends, and a frequent companion of
his sports.

